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Introduction and Research Rationale 

ÅThe influence of expanding capitalism on predator policies and perceptions in 
Finland 

ÅCurrent public discourse on wolves in Finland is highly polarised: support for wolf-
conservation is widespread while hostility towards wolves lingers especially in 
rural areas (Lähdesmäki and Ratamäki 2015), a situation repeating around 
industrialised countries where wolves have been returning in the new millennium  

ÅA longue durée perspective on human-wolf-relations: How did we get from pre-
modern, ambivalent conviviality to extinction and subsequently the situation 
today?  

ÅExploring history can help imagine and (re)build post-capitalist, sustainable lived 
environments (Gibson-Graham 2006). 

ÅHistorical roots of the prominent discourse on linkeages between capitalism and 
conservation (cf. Büscher and Fletcher 2015; 2019; 2020), while switching focus 
from protected areas to species conservation 



Methodology and Theoretical Framework 

ÅWorld-ecology as a post-Cartesian analysis of capitalism as a 
frontier, and a methodology (Moore 2015; 2017) 
ÅCapitalism as understood in the world-system tradition 

(Arrighi 1994) 
ÅSeeking profit on profit without regard for externalities 
ÅCritical junctures creating seeming path-dependency 

ÅDominant structures and perceptions are the result of certain 
processes and power relations, not ŀ Ωnatural ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΩ 
(Igoe et al. 2010, following Gramsci 2000) 
ÅSynthesising literature review 
ÅScientific research, popularised handbooks, and books and reports 

ordered by governmental agencies and non-governmental 
organisations from 1789 to today 

ÅEthnographic fieldwork carried out in 2019-2020 in villages in 
the municipality of Lieksa, in North Karelia, Eastern Finland 
 



Central Argument 

1) Capitalism along with the power relations its consolidation produced 
were an integral part of the historical circumstances that led to the 
eradication of wolves 

2) The process of wolf eradication in the 19th century was not only a result 
of animosity towards wolves, but forces that led to eradication also 
helped produce that animosity 

3) Bounties, and later compensation, continued to compress the value of 
wolves to monetary measures, signalling a lack of inherent value 

4) The resulting negative perceptions, coupled with practices formed during 
the subsequent wolfless era, are key components of current day 
contestations 


